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revolt. The police-officers are getting tired and unnerved by being
ordered to molest people who do not retaliate. Some of them
confess.
Non-violence is a dreadful foe to meet. Violence we understand
and do not mind. But it makes one feel so small to beat a man who does
not beat you back.
The fact is that both the suggestions are sound. The Government
dread the future and want to guard against the people acquiring
the power to offer armed resistance and they dread the rapid evolu-
tion of peaceful strength. In short, they want us to be neither
men nor women. They would have us belong to the neuter
gender.
UNSEXING PROCESS
Belgaum furnishes a forcible illustration of the unscxing process
being tried at present in India. A friend has prepared for me
the following summary of a report from Belgaum :
The district authorities of Belgaum have devised an original method
of suppressing nou-co-operation. Mr. Hay tor, the Superintendent of
Police, issued a circular calling upon all Sub-Inspectors to use their power
to stop the spread of non-co-operation. The Sub-Inspectors on their part
circularized the village police that "all non-co-operation speakers should
be; forcibly suppressed. They should not be allowed to enter villages
and should be expelled from villages. And speakers should -be prevented
from speaking. The Deputy Superintendent of Police hopes that it is
enough if police patds are given to understand this. Superior officers will
render proper assistance in the matter." But when the ex-lawyers in the
non-co-operation camp raised the question of law in this matter, the D.S.P.
came down with his circular No. 6359 of 1921 saying that, section 51(B)
of the District Police Act which empowered the police to prevent the
commission of ofience was sufficient for his purpose. The D.S.P. further
says, "Wherever these N.C.O.1 gentry open their mouths in public, they
commit offences under section 124A or 153A Indian Penal Code. There-
fore, police-officers should do everything possible, consistent with law,
to render the offence difficult."
The humour of all this was that armed with these notifications,
the Sub-Inspector of Bailhongal, a taluka in Belgaurn, actually pro-
ceeded physically to stop the mouth of one of the Secretaries of
the District Congress Committee, when the latter was about to
deliver a speech at Bailhongal Let the Secretary speak:
1 Non-co-operation